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GRASS CARD

A POCKET CARD FOR PREDICTING FIRE BEHAVIOR IN 
GRASSLANDS UNDER SEVERE BURNING CONDITIONS

The Pocket Card offers a 
practical field guide for quickly 
estimating the near worst case 
fire behaviour in grasslands 
(open, fully cured, at low fuel 
moisture).  At the same time it 
reinforces an awareness of the 
need for adopting safe work 
practices when attempting to 
contain grass fires in an effort to 
avoid burn overs and 
entrapments thereby eliminating 
firefighter injuries and fatalities.

The emphasis of the Pocket Card is on providing basic fire 
behaviour information in very simplistic terms to ensure 
safe wildland firefighting operations.

An estimate of the probable fire 
behaviour characteristics in 
grasslands can be obtained 
from the Pocket Card based 
solely on an on-site estimate of 
the prevailing wind speed.

The Pocket Card also provides 
guidance on the minimum 
firebreak width necessary to 
halt a grass fire’s forward 
progress.


